
Writing Assignments #5, 6, and 7: Pre-Midterm Project 
 
 
This assignment asks you to think more globally about the work you have done thus far this 
semester. To summarize, you have: 

1) Analyzed the formal properties of a religious manuscript illumination 
2) Written a close reading analysis of “The Tryst Under the Tree” 
3) Presented a comparison of the text and one manuscript image depicting “The Tryst” 
4) Written a comparative argument addressing the one miniature contained within La 

Cité des Dames 
 
Using these assignments, and the articles and works we have read thus far, I would like you 
to write an essay presenting your opinions on how texts and images interact within medieval 
manuscripts. You must include specific examples, scholarly sources to back up your 
opinions, and citations from the works we have read.  
 
The final version of this project will be due on Tuesday, March 3rd. Over the next three 
weeks, you will write out and format your argument, and then work on placing it in 
WordPress in a creative way that showcases your interpretations, the sources you have used 
(both scholarly and primary), and the images that guide your readings of the works. 
 
This assignment will be completed in the following stages: 
 

1) For Tuesday, February 17th: Write an outline that lays out the structure of your 
paper. What is your overall argument? Which manuscript miniatures and texts will 
you use as examples? Which scholarly sources agree with you? Which don’t?  

2) For Tuesday, February 24th: On the 24th, we have a very special visitor coming from 
Johns Hopkins University to workshop your projects with you. Please come to class 
with a draft version of your project up and running on WordPress so that you can 
discuss ideas, share online formats, and receive feedback from your classmates, 
myself, and our honored guest. 

3) For Tuesday, March 3rd: Your finalized WordPress project must be completed by 
1p.m. 

 


