
Writing Assignment #2: Iconographical Analysis 
 
This assignment builds upon your last writing assignment by asking you to now add an 
iconographical analysis. In short, you will write a brief summary of what your chosen work 
of art means, or might have meant, at the time it was made. To do this, you will need to draw 
upon the readings we have done, and also upon your own interpretations of the work. 
 
Note: If you are sick of the Middle Ages by now, you may choose to instead analyze a cover 
page from Charlie Hebdo. Consult this link for all of the cover pages in the last ten years: 
 
http://stripsjournal.canalblog.com/tag/Les%20Unes%20de%20Charlie%20Hebdo 
 
I recommend you complete this assignment in the following stages: 

1) Read as much as you can about your chosen work. 
2) Pull up a high-quality version of the image on your computer (this may involve 

finding a better version of the work than the one included in the course reading), and 
(on a piece of paper) write down everything you notice about the image, this time 
going beyond its visual qualities. For example, if there is a human figure in the image, 
who does this figure represent? What is s/he doing? Why? 

3) Go back to your formal analysis, and underline all the details you noted and 
described that are relevant to the information you are now discussing. 

4) Again, make an outline.  
5) Write a draft of your paper. 
6) Add an introduction and conclusion that frame and introduce what you have 

covered in your paper. 
7) Read your paper aloud to a fellow student before turning it in to check your work for 

grammar and spelling issues. 
8) Your final paper should weave together description (formal analysis) and 

interpretation (iconographical analysis) in making a coherent argument about your 
chosen work.  

9) To turn in your paper, you will upload it, and the image it describes, onto WordPress 
by 12 noon on Tuesday, January 27th. 

 


